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Abe that| precipitated the nation into
st the civil{war. i :
than * ‘Promotions; Rapid, .
les of Crane's abllity in ‘the regimen of
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“When we repulsed the Unlon
forcen -on the hushy'field, an officer
of the rank of colonel ‘acted. with
most distinguished gnd conspicuous
gnllnntry and remained too long at
his post ¢f duty. - After we had
made our charge, and in -doing so
had ‘emerged from the cloud of
smoke our volley had created, he
in front endeavoring to
Finding

was still
vally the retreating men.
this to be

gap In the fence, 'when he was
struck by one of the. undreds of
hullets fiylng about, himy and he fell
trom his horse. 1 aftérwards saw
him dead on the field ahd though 1
did not learn his nam¢ I am sure
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Brig&dier-genarallElon Je Farnsworth
~ Fell at the Vi

"' 'Battle of Gettysburg, July 3, 1863,
Tagpd 25 yrs. 11 mos,

‘ Son of J.P. & Achsah Farnsworth

Mary‘A} Farnsworth. J.?. Farnsworth. Lol i pmeli e M.

(JKelly) .. -wife of J.P. Farnsworth.
Born Oct. 6,1812. Born May 10, 1810, ~ Born Mar.3, 1815,
Died June 16 1883. Died Oct.24, 1898, Died Oct.7,1891.
IN MEMORIAM.,

Brigadier-general Eloh J., Farnsworth,
Lieuto';COlo L.H.D, Crane.

Aslqep by the murmuring river,
In Rockton's shades,
Heroic Farnsworth lies;
While near in Oakwood
* M1d Nature's low replies
Of birds and 1eaves a-quiver.
The gallant Crane's asleep.
O America, in thy heart this vision keép
Of duty, like these-spldiers brave,
Who died to make the;éation live! -

Py 4 : ,




Mohument to Brigadier-general

' Elon J, Farnswbrth.tﬁjRockton Cemetery,

Rockton, Illinois.---
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Louis H. D. Crane was born July 7, 1826 in Hampton,
Oneida Co., N.Y. He attended Hamilton College and was
admitted to the bar in 1 0. In 1852, Mr. Crane mar-

after. He became g teacher in Beloit, removed to - 3
Dodgeville, where he practised law and finally for '
four years was clerk of the Wisconsin Assembly.

When the Civil War broke out, Mr., Crane Joined the
Third Wisconsin Regiment and beceme its Lieut.-Colonel,
As Lieut.-Col. of Company A, Brd Wisconsin Infantry,
20th Corps, he was killed in action, August 9,1862,

The engagement was the Battle of Cedar Mountain, in
which 7000 Union troops were engaged with 22,000 rebai -
forces under Stonewall Jackson, Wisconsin troops became
separated from the Union troops next them and were try-
ing to hold the extreme right of the line against a
superior force of rebels, They fell back to a rail fence
where Col. Crane tried to rally his men, remaining too
long at this. He was struck by some of the thousands of
bullets aimed at his men and fell from his horse,

Col, Crane's body, wrapped in the flag, was brought to
Beloit where it has singe been long enshrined., In *
1882, Dec.14, the Beloit Post of the Grand Army was
named for Col’. Crane. Mrs, Crane made her home in Be-
loit with her' family apg died in 1897,
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B DATA'OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPURLIC :

j ; AND AHE WOMEN'S RELIEF CORPS, AUXILIARY !
/ " OBE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIG.

The orgnniﬁation kﬁbun a8 the Grand Arny of the kepubliec was founded E |

| June 7, 1866 , ntxpecatur, I1linoie. The main purpose of the orgenizas :

tion wes tp care for the vetmrans and their dependent omes. Another !

purpose was the preservation of the ideas for which the war had been 2

fought, | | ~ | .;

'Tho Womén's Reliqf Corps, Awxiliary to the Grand Army of the- Repkblie; :

wag foimied in Donver, Colorado, July 26, 1383. - ; ?

| | : :

There are 108 poots of the Crand Army of the Republic in Wiscomsine |

There vere 91000 men Prom Visconsin in the Civil War. 2 3 .

'There are nbout 520 vetermns row surviving in Wisconsin.( Irom late ] :

' % iy ) records; . { .

| The Belolt Post of \the Grand Army of the Republic was founded 8 "

| Howe 21, 1082, Tuis charter meeting was held in Fenton's Hall, t 0

| om thet date, The whkoting was ealled to order by Col. S.C. Cobb, U .

| esslsted by merbers .of the Janesville Post. Chelmers Ingersoll 4 i

{ was made Chelirmen of the mebting and lster elected Cokmander of %s .

(  the Fost. Charlcs Newbwrgh was muade weeretary. W \ "

Lighveen of the chn2bex \newbers were present and regulariy mustered | o

. the officsre eleocted at this meeting were:- 2 ¢

| Cholmers Ingersoll. Fost Commander. : : u

| C.ie. Paraely. Senior Vice Commnnder. . o :

Re Butler. Junior Vice Comurndcr. _ o -

V.. Grimnell. Choplein, P , v

He3e Hendee. Officer of the Day. ' f ;

Semuel Shermen. Officeér of the Guard | y

J.IJI. Hoyt.\\fxdjut&nt. : ' ‘{

JoW. Fieldn. Quartermaster Sgte 5

W;H‘*Gilbeﬁﬁ, Sergeant linjor. , _ s

It vas not wmtil a mébfiné Tee. 14, 1882 that the Post was named ; 0

the L.H.D. Crane Post, No. 54 of the Grand .‘rmy of the liepablie, in| :

gy g e o i s *a?wnwV B T e e :

N1t = N R A B L T AT ¥ "

Beloit’s L,H.D, Lrane Post, G.A'R ;;»
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As we remember the ﬁghting
spirit of seme the last survivors
in Beloit’s L. H. D. Crane Post
54, such as Comrade W.'H. Ches-
brough, Sr.,, and Comrade S. D.
Ross, among others, it can be un-
derstood how the intent to aban-
don them is g “mdy” rather than

a “must.” - The * fighting spirit
which made possible victory at
the Battle of Gettysburg, one of

the decisive battles of the world,
still prevails, undaunted by 'the
relentless march of time.

In his” latter days Mr. Ches-
brough used to do some figuring
about how long the ‘Boys in Blue’
would still be with wus.” He set
1947. as the probable date, then
later did some more calculating
and gleefully moved the final date
up to 1954." He based his conclu-
sions on the  fact that the last
vetéeran of 7 the™. hitionaty-
war passed away in®1868. Con=
sidering the lafier number ' of
men engaged infthe Civil War,
he believed his second guess en-
tirely ‘possible. | With~ some - 16
Civil War veterans still living, it
may -be that Mr., Chesbrough fig-
ured correctly. ¢

Guardsmen First

Beloit seems to have started off
its contriputions to armies of all
wars - by . sending its ‘guards.”
Company E marched off to the
Spanish American War in April,
1898. World War I saw Compahy
[, of the ‘Wisconsin National
Guard, led by the G: ‘A. R. post,
departing in 1917/ and; in 1940,
another -~ Com e L, paraded
through' downgowﬁ ‘and o
World - War.IL: jenss

Local -his‘cox_*y tells:
was noonday of May,2, 1861, that
the Beloit' City' ' 'Guards,: headed
by the City band playing “Yankee
Doodle,”  took. - off' through
thronged:  streets; “‘after ' Mayor
Charles ' H. “Parker tad given
hem 'a rousing faréwell speech.
That was 88 years ago but today
ve still thave a National' Guard
nit ready for' service, should the
ccasion “arise, ' f

'L. H. Di Crane Post 54, Grand
Army of-the Republic, was not
rganized yntil 1882, with Chal-
ners (Cham) Ingersoll, a Gettys-
ourg cavalry ' veteran and color-
ul editor of the ' Beloit ‘ Free
Press, - 4s commander, - When  the
Wisconsin " department:*encamp-
nent convened :at- Beloit in 21929,
23 men had headed the p,oét,ﬁ most

Were ‘Bill’ Chesbrough Here, There'd
‘Be Another ¥ncampment,

e s _-,-,—A-.-vBy Blaine Hansén - ¢ i ¢
SIX Civil War veterans are expected to' be on hand for what has

been announced,as the final Grand Army of the Republic Na-
tional Encampment, scheduled for Indianapolis, where the first one
was held away back in 1866. Already, however, can be heard rumors
of a revolt, involving three (constituting 50 percent of the mem-
bership expécted .to attend) who declare the nationa
go on until there is only one attending. =

|

and Parade
g \.‘_:' . i’

L 4

1 meetings must

:

of them outstanding Beloiters.
Following that year the organ-
ization was maintained through
the time when a remnant of the
once large organization took over
the G. A. R. room in Grinnell
Memorial Hall. The meetings
had, by that time, become infre-
quent with auxiliary bodies lend-
ing a hand. . i
The Commanders ;. °

Roster of all commanders tabu-
lated at the time of the conven-|
tion of 20 years ago comprised;
Ingersoll, S. W. Barr, David Ba-.{’
ker, J. V. Richards, T. P. Nor-!
throp, Shumway Conant, W, G.
Willson, L. S. Moseley, James
Croft, W. H. Grinnell, Simon
Smith, W. B. Smith, E. M. Gam=«
mon, J. E, Ross, Peter Crave, J. A.
Howe, George Seegmiller, William
Le#Austing A..C. Stevens, J, P. Kil-
dow, W.'H. Chesbrough and H.
W. Ford. There were commandérs
following 1929 but they were
drawn, as weé recall, from  sur-
vivors on the above list, with
Chesbrough having most to do
with keeping the post functioning
duping this last phase. Spencer
D. Ross also seryed: several terms
in office and was very active un=
til his death just preceding this
closing period. Grinnell and
Chesbrough were Wisconsin staté
commanders. vy ol
. Highlights in the life of Crane
post were many. One of them was
when the G,A.R. monument was
deédicated 'at Oakwood cemetery
in 1905, with'Joel B. Dow, a dis-
tinguished Beloit citizen, as‘ora=
tor-of-the.day, Simon Smith; a ‘for=

exercises, Which were attended by
thousands ' ‘of peoplé, ’ including
many Civil ‘War veterans from
out of town. Thé committee had
arranged seats for the post on the
platform,, in front of the monue
ment, so the speaker could ad-
dress them as Daniel Webster
had done at ‘the Bunker Hill
monument exercises when he said
to a row of Revolutionary war
veterans, seated before him: “Ven-
erable men, you have come down
to us from a former. generation!
Heaven 'Has bounteously length-
ened .out your lives that you
might be with
qccasion.” 4!
e ~Honored-the..Ladies . .
]WIn this case, however, the plans
ent awry. Old soldiers ushered
embers of the Women’s 'Relief

‘us on this great|
251 ]

R

orps to the ‘platform, overrid-
ing ‘protests from “thé" comrittes,
by stoutly maintaining the ladies’
right to be seated in:the honored
place. The 'veterans remembered
how hard the W.R.C. had work-
ed, throug}}vmany- years, to earn

money which formed. a nucieus

for the monument fund. This was p

“the payoff” and the post was un-
animous in making sure that jus-
tice was done them. Otherwise the

T g,

mer Beloit mayor, presided at the|:

$

H. Chesbrotigh,Fight, former Wisconsin G.A R,

mander, and Jdmes “Ab” Perr
Gane post whg ‘died in 1943,
fse, taken during the last year
wried on the post traditions, P

17

Dow’s speech being a masteriy
effort still . remembered by those
who heard’it.. &, "7 U T
* The " "1929 - convention. 'w'as
brought-here largely through, the
efforts of ‘Mr. Chesbrough, Com-
rade S. D, Ross having died short-
ly before that date, There were
135 Union veterans, all 80 or old-
er, who sighed the muster roll for
that event, most' of whom marched.
in'the parade and who attended a
campfire meeting at the First Con-
gregational | church, « Congressman
Henry Allen Cooper” of the Firt
District,'a long time' champion qf
veterans ritghts “in/“the “halls: of
ongress, :a
’§'nEf Eéﬂ?es ed” ssemblages T
“Memorial Days of Long Ago.'"
Memorial 'Days” of''40" atid ‘50
years ago. used to be “the day of
the year”. for the Boys 'in"Blue,
starting in the morning with de-
coration "'of ' veterans’ | graves ‘ in
Oakwood and Calvary cemeteries,
Exeércises, ' sometimes held in the
Opera House, or'in one of the
churches, were in the afternoons,
followed by a march to Oakwood
with the city band playing an ap-
propriate dirge, Before the erec-
tion of tlie’ “Soldiers ' Monument”
exercisés were held at the Crane
lot,” where' Colonel L.H.D Crane,
killed in ‘the Battle " of Cedar
ITountain, Virginia, was buried,
The prescribed G.A.R. ritual was
carried out, with G.A R. members,
manning the firing' squad for“the
closing : volleys, 1ocal ‘ bofs, now
middle’ ‘aged: '+ men, :’scrambling

labout their :feet: for ithe: empty

cartridge “shells. ' On' the “march
back “to town” the veterans step-
ped along briskly''as “the band

y, last surviving member of L. H. D. ’|

%e‘sbrOUgh’s‘ life. Together they
erry living till well into the World
i AR 11 berdod, i 11ty i b (0 aga e

SRS SR R
o T T ——

d:the .conyention
ledithe, vention |.u9th vy

played “The" Girl' I Left Behind
Me,” * Civil" War ' equivalent to
World War II's “Lilli Mar]ene”,
Membership in old L.I1.D, Crane
ost jincluded many men who
served Beloit well ih civic activi-
ties, C. F. Hardy was a mayor, as

department com- |

‘shown here in a tharacteristic -

RN o S

for ‘a long” period |on'.the  R6CK
County " Board'' of - Supervisors;}
Other'Civil ‘War veterans' mayors;
though. not/ possibly” merhbers of}
the post, were Dr. H, P, Strong
and Ole: C. Johnson," ' = /o
v+ Last Member,*Abe” Perry q
" The post'went out' of'existence|
with the death'[of “AB’ Perry, Oct.;
3, 1943. Last surviving member,
he rounded qut ,a}nfe'qf 96 years
in his* homé ' at!“329¢ Highland
ave., where he had lived con--
tinuously’ since a'-boy of’si% and
from where he had fleft' for war |
as'a lad! ofi‘f‘ls;,’jygai‘s,'v‘»;Feb

was

in Alabama.~o. 0 e |

John' Dorn .was the last | sur=|
viving , Beloit Civil war veteran,
but he was. not a:member. of the
GAR/ 5kt G A SR
So now we have' come to. the
end of the National ‘GAR; en=
campments," ' perhaps. ' It'is  pos-
cibly the omly thing 'to'do, ‘with |
hardly a score of members: 1éft,
and a bare ‘half. dozen “of that
number -still “able to'attend 'con=
ventions.  However, we are quite
sure,~ if *. Mr.i'Chesbrough! was
still here,"he would ‘want to carry.|
Old'Glory at the head of'the line,-
as hedid™i-ats his'»last encamp-"
ment,” when\93 years*old, a; few,

banded, after guard and raid duty

{

.weeks -before. hig- death in the!

Wiscensin' Veterans -Home,' '“King,’,
Wllst.’, cAa- '1931.‘13. wAnd ws_g.‘ are -also
quite sure, he,would:benon, thel
side of the 50 per-é%ri’f e\‘avh&*‘s't?ﬁ’v
thipk .the* annual events- should;
be ‘continued’ until all ‘members’
have been/ “mustered out.”, "
: “Tramp, ' tramp, tramp, . :the '
- boys. are’ marching ' . . ?‘
Cheer up,. comrades, they will

comel sx g Ll g Syt
~And’beneath the starry flag -+
We will breathe the 'air-again’

was Simon Smith who was also
program ' went off as planned;|a member
g ¢ . 2

‘ofhthe“ llegislature and

In the free' land ‘of- our ' own
beloved home!” BRILEY

|




taken during one of the' last’ Crane post G. A. R. turnouts, portrays, readmg from left
William H. Chesbrough, Albert R. Winegar, Spencer D7 Ross, vetera _

his picture,
J. Stiles and Peter Crave. At th1§ time’ the orgamzatwn Was ‘one ¢

o right, William H. Wheeler,
mdehtlﬁed, J. A. Howe, Oliver

}

the largest Wlsconsm umts still functlonmg et L

S T

Set fqr' Parad

On Memona

DULUTH. Minn, — (e
Henry . Woolson: has
iserge.” suit. with brass/
ﬁleaned and pres'sed
[“GAR™ _on his un 3
;spgrizlezn Gkt
aturday ‘is.the old soldi s 84
'Memonal‘day and the loew?;ar‘ol ;
i

the 1,675,000:man " U 1

In ‘his '“Self-des1gt?1e¢t)il%3
form; * Woolson will lay"
‘on the soldiers’ and sailo org?
ment u; front"of the’ Duld ->




; " Rosman was a life-long

B e of ko Gpan Aiay of
. the Republic., Active in local

" military affairs, he was also
_one of the original members of
“the mortuary firm of Rosman,
+Uehling, and Kinzer.

3 B e e

|

. EASTLAWN CEMETERY

A smaller marker on the
Rosman lot in Osakwood
says that Col. Rolf Rosman
was born in 1873 and died in
1941, He was a veteran of the
Spanish¥1American War of

\ /
\ Rorr Rosman /

MRS ' HUBERT MUSSELMAN AND SONS'

LYPTON ANDDSTEPHEN AT THE GRAVE

OF COMRADE 'LYMON_J: MUSSELMAN
. INDIAKusCOUT AND VETERAN '
TAKEN IN THE SPRING OF 1952
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